Kingdom Bible Studies

ADULT LEVEL

WHO'S WHO?
UNDERSTANDING WORD MEANINGS

An accurate understanding of word meanings is essential for interpreting the Scriptures. Much confusion ex-
ists within Christendom today due to the lack of accuracy on the part of both translators and Bible students with
respect to the meanings and usages of key words. In lesson one we examined several such "key" words. We are
now ready to look at another misused and misunderstood key word: Gentile.

Modern Definitiaon

gen-tile (jen’til; for adj..4 & 35, wsuelly jen"til), n.
[< Fr. & L.; Fr. gentil; L. gentilis, of the same gens,
clan, or race; also, foreigner (in opposition to Reman),
pagan, heathen (in opposition to Jew and Christian);
see GENTLE], 1.-any person not-a Jew. 2. formerly,
among Chnstians, a heathen; pagan. 3. am Mor-
mons, any person not a Mormon. adj. 1. not Jewish.
2. heathen; pagan. 3. not Mormon. 4. of a clan
tribe, people, or nation. 5. in gremmar, designating a
nationality or country: as, French is a gemtile word.
Also [G-] for n. & adj.’ 1 & 3. —SYN. see pagan.

Webster's New World
Dictionary (1966)

Old Testamen a

In the Old Testament the word Gentile is
translated from gne Hebrew word that is ren-
dered into English in five different ways. The
Hebrew word goy or goyim (plural), # 1471 in
Strong's Concordance, is found in the Old Tes-
tament 557 times. The different English render-
ings of this Hebrew word, and the number of
times it appears, is illustrated by the diagram at
the right.

GENTILE

The word Gentile means different things to different
people. To some, the word means "non-Jew." To others, it
means a "Christian." Still others feel it means "heathen” or
"non-Christian." They can't all be right. Just what does
Gentile mean when it is used in Bible passages? What did
Paul mean when he said, "..from henceforth | will go unto
the Gentiles" (Acts 18:6)?

In this lesson we will examine the meanings and usages
of the Hebrew word goy, and the Greek words ethnos and
Hellen: the wor i
translated. The proper use of these words will alleviate con-
fusion and equip the saints to use the Word of God more
effectively.

Hebrew to English Transliation

ITranslation Frequency
nation(s) 373 times

N 1471 heathen 142times
rong's Gentiles 30times
GOY/G9Y|M = people 11 times
557 times i
another 1time
non-Jew 0 times
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