




















Racial Indulgence
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FIND THE ANSWERS

Read Matthew 3:1-12
1. In verse 9 John the Baptist told the Pharisees and Sadducees who were seeking es-

cape from wrath "think not to say within yourselves, We have to
our father.

2. In verse 7 John called these Judean leaders, "O generation of

In the above passage of Scripture, John the Baptist scolded the Judean leaders for their lack of a sincere re-
pentant attitude. He further condemned their belief in “"racial indulgence" — the idea that they needed no repen-
tance and would escape wrath because they were descendants of Abraham (a concept deceiving many Israelites
today). The word vipers comes from the Greek word echidna (#2191 in Strong's Concordance), meaning "an ad-

der or other poisonous snake.” Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon further defines this word as “"cunning, malignant,
wicked men." The inference is that the religious teachings (traditions) of these Judeans were poisoning the minds

of others, just as they are doing today.
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FIND THE ANSWERS
Read John 8:31-37
3. Inverse 32 Jesus told the Judeans, "And ye shall know the , and the

truth shall make you

4. After Jesus offered them freedom, the Judeans responded in verse 33, "We be Abra-
ham's , and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye
shall be made b

In these verses we see another example of the erroneous Judean belief in racial indulgence. They believed
they were blameless simply on the basis of being Abraham's descendants. They did not consider themselves to
be in bondage; thus, they did not need Jesus to set them free. The word free is rendered from the Greek words
eleutheros (#1658) and eleutheroo (#1659), meaning to be "exempt" from obligation or liability. They considered
themselves exempt (free) from bondage on the basis of their ancestral lineage; as a result, they saw no need for
repentance and reform (like many today).

This leads us to yet another false teaching of the Judeans — that of self-righteousness. They believed they
could attain righteousness by their own efforts through observance of ritual. This was nothing but the humanist
doctrine of "personal salvation" — man "saving" himself by works. Jesus and the disciples strongly condemned
this heresy.
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